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The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies.
Gertrude Jekyll

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
These are very strange times and the outlook for this winter does not look
promising. The committee held a meeting remotely by Zoom to discuss what
the future holds for the Society. We agreed that, with the increasing spread of
COVID-19 in a second wave, we are unable to hold an AGM this year. Fortu-

nately, the Society Rules do not require us to do so, therefore we decided to
run the years 2020 and 2021 together. A financial statement will be prepared
and audited at the end of 2021. Most of the committee agreed to remain in
their posts, so an election will not be needed this December and we will not require any subscriptions from paid-up members in January. Most committee
members said how much they miss our talks and so Jane is investigating the
possibility of inviting speakers and arranging some remote talks using Zoom in
the Spring 2021. This is a new venture for us and, once arrangements have
been set up, we will let you know the details via email and through notices in

the Parish News and Community Bulletin, as well as our website.
It seems most unlikely that we will be able meet again until an effective vaccine
is available for the general population, which looks like the second half of
2021. This means that, sadly, we will not be able to hold our Spring and Rose

Shows in 2021. However, we will plan for a Summer Show on 11th September
2021, if this can be done safely – perhaps we might hold it outdoors. Under the
circumstances it seems pointless to publish a 2021schedule, so we will use our
2020 schedule and adapt it as events unfold next year. Our Show Secretary,
Kate, asks everyone to hold onto their 2020 schedules which will have the descriptions of the classes we will use in 2021. Don’t worry if you have already
discarded your copy, we have some spares left over from this year.
I would like to thank everyone for their forbearance and hope that you all stay
safe.
Happy Gardening
Rhona
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EARLY GARDENING MEMORIES Part 2
Mama Rosemary
A few years later I set off for university, cuddled in my arms and wedged by my
feet, on the long drive north, three flowerpots. The first and largest contained
chives, sage, rosemary and parsley. The rosemary was a cutting from my
parent’s garden, which had been a cutting from my grandmother’s plant. The
second pot contained a spiky furry cactus, a deceptively vicious thing that I had
grown from seed for a badge when I was a Brownie. But perhaps more im-

portantly an echo of those early memories of sleeping surrounded by such
plants. The third was a pot of hyacinths, a gift from my mother to make my room
smell like home.
Those plants travelled with me from protected student accommodation to grubby

riverside digs to the house on ‘Plunggy’ Road; all through my Uni years. And in
their wake I left cuttings of that rosemary fairly well everywhere I could – even in
the barren courtyard of the grimy back to backs that made up so much of the
student housing in Preston. The rosemary took over the pot, ousting first the
weaker parsley and chives and then finally usurping the sage. A tough thing,
rosemary!
The cactus too grew a good few inches, girth and height. It gained a reputation
amongst my friends as my room guardian – not to be petted! By now it had been
named ‘Spike’. The Hyacinths were planted out in my parent’s garden and re-

placed each year and that heady scent followed me through my studies. But
none of this was really gardening and none of it was my own space. That had to
wait until my first home.
It was not the most salubrious of prop-

erties, two up two down mid terrace,
with a raggy bit of grass, tucked behind
a car dealership, next to an industrial
estate squeezed between the A4 and
M4 under the Heathrow flight path. Dirty
and polluted with heavy clay soil, bindweed and ground elder creeping in from
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both neighbours, it was a daunting prospect
to make a garden. But it was mine, all mine
– except the rather large bit owned by the
bank! To start with it was just a few pots.

One with that rosemary! Add a few growbags for tomatoes, while I tackled those invasive weeds. I never did totally beat them,
but by the time we moved out five years later; I had a pond, pots over flowing with flowers, a large mallow, regular grow bag crops
and successes with marrows; and The
Rosemary. Five foot high and nearly the
same wide, it produced vigorous sprigs that

scented my wedding bouquet and were
strewn in the reception hall. My Grandfather
knew the origins and dressed his own button hole with the grandparent of my
Rosemary. My parents cropped theirs to add to the theme. A family affair!

Changes of jobs and the desire to start a family somewhere not quite so urban,
brought us to Thatcham in early 2004 and with
that move we gained a much bigger garden
where there were so many more possibilities.
For a start the soil was basically brown and alluvial and there was no sign of the dreaded
ground elder or bindweed. But like all gardens
there were issues… The front faced due south
and baked. The back with its northerly aspect

became a damp, dark, squelchy quagmire
from September to April each year. But over
time I tamed it, in went The Rosemary by the
front gate, Spike out grew the little lean-to
greenhouse by the porch. My parents and
grandparents gifted me a range of plants and
away my garden grew.
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Within a few years we had added an allotment to our growing space. It required
30 plus cans of water lugged
across the site each day to
keep it going, but the produce
was wonderful. We did not grow
for show, but for food and the
gluts of fruit and veg filled our

freezer and pantry. The final addition to the garden was a pond.
A source of life that was just
what was needed to lift the
whole space to another level.
Just in time for us to outgrow the space and look for a new home!
To be continued

OCTOBER

Timothy David Neale (8)

I give you nuts in cloaks of green
I give you berries black and red
Conkers, polished bright and clean
Dropping down from overhead.
In the fields for you I grow
Mushrooms at the dawn of day
And on the hedges high and low
Old man's beard, soft and grey.

I give you leaves of red and gold
I bid the ivy spread its honey,
And though my nights are long and cold
My autumn days are sweet and sunny.
From Cadbury’s First Book of Children’s Poetry (1983)
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GARDEN NOTES FROM 2020
Marguerite Shave
Every year I set out to do similar things in the garden and no two years are ever the
same.

As far as vegetables this year, things have generally
gone better than I hoped. I bought some seed potatoes, Charlotte for £1 in Poundstretcher, and planted
them in a bag and a pot – they grew very well. Maybe being at home more than usual enabled me to
keep earthing them up and watering them more
carefully. The beetroot I grew from seed and transplanted didn’t grow large but were very nice when
cooked and eaten just like that. I haven’t sampled
the carrots yet as the first lot I sowed just vanished,
so I will have to wait and see!
The leeks I sowed all disappeared too, so I bought a pot of seedlings
(Musselburgh) from Mole and they have grown beautifully. I have
had success with rocket and perpetual spinach but they are always
really reliable. It took me a long time this year to accumulate
enough runner bean plants – I had 3 attempts and even bought a
couple of plants to make up the number. Then some, which I
thought had died (it was cold) or rotted, actually germinated – better late than never. To cap it all, three plants from last year decided
to re-grow! I leave the old plant roots in the soil every year and this
has never happened before. So we’ve done pretty well for beans
this year and have even had a second flush this month - unheard of here, anyway.
Unfortunately my lettuce plants were demolished and even those given by a kind
neighbour didn’t survive the onslaught of slugs. Courgettes I don’t often have success with, but this year I managed to grow 3 plants from seed and they have all
produced well, albeit with a gap in August. Tomatoes I have been very pleased with
as the plants in the greenhouse grown from seed
saved from 2 years ago have done very well and
even those planted outside have produced a lot. My
son bought me a cucumber plant which has given us
several large cucumbers from the greenhouse even
now in October. Squash I don’t usually grow very
well, so this year I’m fairly happy with my small, very
small and minute offerings from seed I sowed saved
from a previous year. I also bought one plant and that has produced a little one too!
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On the fruit front there were hardly any redcurrants but a lot of white ones. Gooseberries have done well too. The loganberries have been the best ever, probably
liking all that rain. The raspberries have gone feral but we’ve had a few handfuls
in July and more recently. I should have cut them down in February but forgot!

The apple tree (Fiesta) in the garden has had problems
with rot in the fruit and birds pecking them, as well as
ants and wasps attacking them but some of the fruit has
survived and I am able to use the best bits. A little apple
in a pot which my son grafted at college produced some
very nice apples this year, no problem. Finally, the figs
which were absolutely great, yum. Not always easy to
get at but worth the effort.
As far as the shrubs and flowers go, I have been delighted by every new bloom
from early iris, snowdrops and cyclamen to tulips, foxgloves, paeonies, asters and lavender
buzzing with bees. Now there are holly berries,
rosehips and pyracantha berries along with
gradually yellowing apple leaves, pretty red acer
leaves and viburnum flowers. Some primula are
blooming a bit early too!
I have been thrilled by the pond this year as
there have been many elegant newts and the
occasional sightings of frogs and toads. The water lilies have excelled themselves.
I have not organised the garden as well as I might – it has just developed over the
years so it is rather haphazard and I am sure someone taking it over would want
to re-design it. But I’m cheered by the garden’s beauty and bounty and I am going
to miss it more than I can say.

WELL DONE ANNE
Committee member Anne Wallace has been fundraising for Thames Valley Air
Ambulance with the help of friends and neighbours during the past six months. It
all started with her putting a few unneeded plants outside her house with a box for
donations. It grew from that with other people donating more plants, garden pots,
bird houses, bird tables and hedgehog houses and many other things. Altogether
Anne has raised £1,300 and sent a cheque to Thames Valley Air Ambulance. She
hopes to do more of the same next year. Well Done!
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Photo of this year’s sunflower taken by Pauline Cload

SUNFLOWER
Samantha Waters (12)

A sunflower is like
A sun puppet on a stick,
Like a round kite
Floating near the ground
Its tail dangling down,
As if someone had
Tied the sun to the soil
So he could see it
Day and night.

From Cadbury’s First Book of Children’s Poetry (1983)
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RON SIDDONS – AN APPRECIATION
Ron Siddons, was a great friend of Cold Ash Horticultural Society and with his
wife Gill had worked for it tirelessly over many years. Ron kept quiet about his
early life and career but he had come from a humble background and, very sadly,
lost his father when he was aged 10. His mother worked to support the family during the 1930’s depression and Ron attended the local school. He was clearly very
gifted because he gained a scholarship to grammar school where he excelled academically and was also good at sport. He won a maths scholarship to Balliol College Oxford in 1946, which paid for his tuition fees and a small maintenance
grant. After graduating he was invited to stay on and study for a doctorate but decided he needed to get a job and earn money to help his mother. Beginning his
career at Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft in Coventry as a mathematician, he worked
on guided missiles then moved to Kent to work on numerical equations for gamma radiation shielding from atomic explosions and then on to Aldermaston, where
he had a long and distinguished career.

Ron and his young family came to Cold Ash in 1966. The children attended the village school and Ron joined the PTA, becoming its chairman in 1968, leading the
campaign to have the old village school, which was too small, ill-maintained and
unsafe, replaced with a modern building that was fit for purpose. The campaign
was successful. Ron was a keen gardener and with Gill made a lovely garden on
difficult terrain that descended steeply into Alley Gully and then rose on northfacing side to Westrop Woods. He
soon joined the Horticultural Society
committee and was elected as Joint
Fete Secretary – a major role in
those days, given the responsibility
for organising the whole Cold Ash
Fete. There followed a succession of
major roles in the society as Show
Secretary, Vice Chairman and then
Chairman. He became its President
in 2002 and was made a Life Member, retiring from the role in 2011.
Ron gave a great deal to the Horticultural Society, raising funds by growing plants
from cuttings and selling them at the plant stall he and Gill ran at the village fete
and spring and summer shows. Each winter he took orders for Dobies seeds and
distributed them to members at discounted prices, while donating any profits to
the Society. Ron was very knowledgeable about plants and gardening in general
and was one of our ‘Gardening Gurus’ who offered advice at our annual
‘Gardener’s Question Time’.
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Ron also contributed a good deal to village life, often being a judge on the Cold
Ash Parish ‘Best Front Garden’ competition, providing advice at the Diamond Jubilee on which species of trees to plant on the Acland Field and advising on the fruit
trees planted in the Village Orchard. He also took it upon himself for many years
to plant and maintain the embankment on the steep section of Cold Ash Hill
(below Harewood Drive), so those driving through the village were given the impression that the place was cared for. Sadly this area has now rewilded. Ron and
Gill opened their own garden in Bucklebury Alley for charity on many occasions
over the years, the last time being in 2015 in celebration of the 150 th anniversary
of St Mark’s.

Ron was a generous man who contributed much to Cold Ash Horticultural Society
to keep it vibrant and financially sound. He lives on in our memories with the Siddons Cup that is presented at the Rose and Sweet Pea Show for the best sweet
pea exhibits. He is much missed and we send our condolences to Gill and family.

2020: A MAST YEAR
Fred Davison
If you are lucky enough to live beside oak trees you will have realised that 2020
has been a ‘Mast Year’ with a superabundance of acorns. It tends to happen every
5 years or so. The reason for it is not exactly clear but it is almost certainly down
to weather conditions at the time when local oaks were flowering. Oak trees rely
on wind-blown pollen landing on the female flowers. This year all of the local oaks
must have flowered in warm windy conditions resulting in mass fertilisation this
spring. For several weeks I have listened to acorns falling onto our footpath or ricocheting off hard objects. I can confirm if they hit you on the head they really do
hurt.
The ‘mast’ phenomenon begs the question
is there any advantage
to the oak tree, every 5
years or so, to produce
such vast quantities of
acorns? Some naturalists believe that producing, all at once, such vast quantities seeds, that are eaten or buried by animals,
will help enough to be removed from the vicinity and survive until the spring to
form daughter trees. Another notion is that production of quantities of large seeds,
such as acorns, could weaken trees. So, if you live for several hundred years it is
better to conserve and build up your energy for a breeding cycle of five years. This
year has certainly produced a bumper crop and, so far, from just one oak tree
I have collected enough acorns to almost fill a green bin.
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JOBS TO DO IN NOVEMBER
As the weather is getting cooler, plant growth slows in November but there is still
plenty to do.
Lawns
If the weather stays mild the grass will continue to grow. Choose a dry, windy day
to mow when there is less dew on the grass. Set the blades on a high setting,
about 4 cm (1½ in). Remember to rake off fallen leaves frequently.
Penstomen
After flowering, cut back the top growth by up to one third; cut back further in the
spring.
Mulch for winter protection
Apply a dry mulch, such as straw or wood chips, to border-line hardy plants such
as dahlias or lilies.
For tender plants such as arctic ferns, Dicksonia antarctica, place some straw round the crown and protect the fronds with fleece.
Pots or containers of evergreens which are to stand
out through the winter can usefully have a layer of
bubble-wrap tied around them, for the sake of both
roots and pot. Stand them somewhere a little sheltered to keep them warmer and dryer. Containers of
frosted annuals should be emptied and stored somewhere dry. Remember 'frost-proof' only means the
clay will not flake or rupture; but it can still burst open
under the pressure of a frozen root-ball.
Check for mildew problems
Downy mildew and leaf spots on winter pansies can
be a problem so look out for infected material and
destroy it as soon as you see it.
Hardwood Cuttings
Now is a good time to take hardwood cuttings of deciduous trees and climbers.
Cut sections 6 – 12 inches long from healthy shoots of this year’s growth and insert into pots of cutting compost.
Sprouting crops for salads
There are numerous possibilities for growing alfalfa, fenugrek, broccoli, and radish
on a sunny windowsill. You can use tiered seed sprouters, glass jars or hessian
bags to grow tasty additions to winter salads.
Stop feeding plants
Growth rates slow in cooler months so plants do not need an additional feed; any
excess might be washed into water courses.
Spare a thought for hedgehogs
If you have some space and spare logs consider building a wildlife shelter.
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Website: cahs.org.uk
Email:
info@cahs.org.uk

Do you use facebook?
To open up a new way of talking and create a place to safely share gardening ideas, tips and pictures, CAHS has opened up a Facebook page.
Click on the link below or copy & paste it into your web browser.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/653065025477925/
Once there request to join. You will be let in as soon as one of the moderators sees
you. We have kept the site restricted and private for the time being so you can be
sure it is only other CAHS members on the site. Once there you can post pictures
from your own garden, share tips and hints, successes and failures. Members also
post links to garden related news such as internet articles from Chelsea, Kew and
Wisley.
So come on in, share, chat and use this little corner of the internet.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

Members may borrow an RHS Garden Card which belongs to the Society. It will allow up to two members entry to the RHS Wisley Gardens in Surrey, Hyde Hall in
Essex, Rosemoor in Devon and Harlow Carr Gardens in North Yorkshire at 30%
discount. Also, reductions for groups of 4 members can be obtained when booking
for the Chelsea or Hampton Court Flower Shows. Full details and loan of the Garden Card can be obtained from the Secretary email: info@cahs.org.uk

Cold Ash Horticultural Society has been affiliated to the
Royal Horticultural Society since 1936
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